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The Donor Assistance Database (DAD) is an Aid Management and Coordination system for use in 
national reconstruction and development environments that strengthens the effectiveness and transparency 
of international assistance. DAD is a powerful, Web-based information collection, tracking, analysis and 
planning tool for use by national governments and the broader assistance community, including bilateral 
donors, international organizations, and NGOs. The DAD can help achieve the following objectives:  

 Identify national priorities and requests for donor assistance, and link aid assistance to the national 
budget.  

 Enable the effective management of international assistance rendered by the donor community to the 
recipient country by tracking donor funded projects, promoting private sector projects for foreign 
investment, as well as Public Investment Programs funded by the national budget.  

 Provide a consolidated overview, understanding and impact assessment of the entire assistance effort, 
facilitating coordination among various donor organizations and national government agencies to 
avoid duplication.  

 Expand public information and awareness on the development process.  
 
Summary of Functionality  
The DAD provides secure access through the Web for data entry and updates of grant programs by donor 
and recipient agencies. Grant and loan programs are broken down into projects and activities with 
programmatic and budgetary details, as well as disbursement schedule and execution. Users can filter, 
group and sort all projects by any category or group of categories. The DAD system provides users with a 
wide range of analytical functions, including querying, reporting, charts and Geographic Information 
System (GIS) functions. Various predefined and ad-hoc reports and charts can be produced with a 
powerful report generator on the Web. The integrated GIS allows for plotting projects on the map of the 
country with zooming and other functions. The system operates on the Web Server and supports back-end 
databases such as SQL 2000 and Oracle 9i. Users of DAD can access the database by simply using a Web 
browser (Internet Explorer 5.5 and Netscape 4.7 and higher).  
 
Key Features and Capabilities  
On-line data entry: donors can easily submit and subsequently modify all project/program information 
directly through the Internet, enhancing the quality of the data by facilitating the collection/submission 
process. Where internet access is limited, an off-line version of the DAD, based on MS Access, can be 
offered which will fully synchronize with any Web-based DAD counterparts.  
On-the-fly querying/searching: as a Web-database tool, any number of users can work with the system 
simultaneously through a simple Web browser. Each user can conduct custom querying of the data by any 
combination of variables (sector, donor, project status, executing agency, etc).  
Analytical reporting, charting, mapping: users can easily create sophisticated reports, charts and maps to 
support policy-making through analysis. All analytical tools are integrated into the software, providing a 
consistent user-interface and allowing non-technical users to develop customized analytical reports on-
the-fly.  
Multi-lingual: DAD can be easily adapted to the specific needs of a given country, including the 
localization of the software into the national language.  
Sustainable: DAD contains all-inclusive database administrator tools which are designed to create the 
database structure, develop user interfaces, and change/augment the system as the need arises. The tool 
set also includes importing and exporting functions, the creation and management of users’ access rights, 
backup/restore features, etc. All administrator functions are standardized and centralized, and require 
minimum time for training. Therefore, it is not necessary to have a highly specialized team of 
programmers to administer the database.  
Discussion Forum: Users may utilize the Discussion Forum to share best practices, provide qualitative 
and quantitative evaluation of information in the database, obtain contact info, etc.  
Highly Scalable: DAD’s flexible, seamless architecture allows it to be easily deployed and extended for 
use in both technically austere and sophisticated environments, and accessed by any number of users via 
its Web interface.  
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