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WHAT: The Second Annual Development Partners Retreat (DPR) is a senior-level two 
day retreat aimed at bringing together stakeholders in Rwanda’s development to review and 
discuss coordination, harmonization and alignment programmes in order to improve the 
effectiveness of development assistance for Rwanda.  The main objectives will be: 

 To review 2005 milestones, progress and lessons learnt; 

 To link the EDPRS process and aid effectiveness; 

 To review progress in Public Sector Reform; 

 To review draft Aid Policy and capacity for implementation; 

 To review coordination structures and enhance their effectiveness; 

 To review priority actions and identify deliverables for 2006. 

Anticipated outputs expected from the 2006 Development Partners Retreat include: 

 Inputs on the Rwanda draft Aid Policy; 

 Agreement on a calendar for elaborating a Common Performance Assessment 
Framework; 

 Agreement on modalities for establishing an Independent Monitoring Group; 

 Agreement on development of a Joint Assistance Strategy and way forward; 

 Identification of deliverables for the DPCG; 

 Guidelines for enhancing effectiveness of coordination mechanisms; 

 Agreement on an updated Harmonization Calendar, including the 2006 silent period. 

WHERE: Gisenyi, Rwanda – Kivu Sun Hotel 

WHEN: March 9th and 10th, 2006 

WHO: The retreat will be attended by representatives of the Government of Rwanda, 
Multilateral and Bilateral Donors, the Private Sector, as well as International and National 
NGOs.  Attendance is expected to range between 55 and 60. 

WHY: In 2005, the Development Partners Coordination Group (DPCG) held the First 
Development Partners Retreat in Gisenyi, Rwanda.  It was found to be a highly effective 
forum for jointly reviewing progress in aid coordination, harmonization and alignment, as 
well as for the planning of development coordination processes.   

Outcomes and recommendations of the First DPR should be reviewed and built upon at this 
upcoming DPR.  The main outputs of the retreat included: increased focus on government 
ownership of the harmonization and alignment process, culminating into the decision by the 
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GOR to develop an Aid Policy Document; agreement on an initial roadmap for the GOR to 
jointly review the PRSP I and continue in the development of a second-generation PRS; 
recommendations to agree on an action plan for implementing the Paris Declaration for Aid 
Effectiveness at the country-level;  drafting of an initial harmonization calendar; 
acknowledgement of the establishment of the External Finance Unit (EFU) within the 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, and the role of the Aid Coordination Unit in 
supporting the EFU and the GOR in its efforts to more effectively manage aid flows.  For 
more information on the 2005 Retreat, go to www.developmentpartners.rw/cs/dpcg.html. 

The Development Partners Retreat also offers an opportunity to discuss the implementation 
of decisions and recommendations from the Fifth Annual Government of Rwanda and 
Development Partners Meeting, held in December 2005. 

HOW: The retreat will feature plenary and working group sessions based on the main 
objectives of the retreat.  The thematic working groups will provide an opportunity to discuss 
technical-level topics and report to the wider group on recommendations for moving ahead.  
Each working group will have co-facilitators (one Government, one partner) that will help 
lead and report on the group’s discussions. 

Background documentation for the sessions will be provided one week ahead of time for 
review by participants in the retreat.  If there is any documentation that participants wish to 
provide, they may inform the DPCG secretariat in advance for dissemination. 

The retreat will include simultaneous interpretation, and selected documents will be 
translated ahead of time.  
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