
Press Release 
 
New Consensus and Ownership take center stage at the Development Partner’s Meeting 
 
Kigali, Rwanda, 22 November 2006  -- A frank and open speech delivered by the H.E. 
Paul Kagame marked the opening of the 6th annual Government of Rwanda and 
Development Partners Meeting (DPM) today.  
 
Speaking before a crowd of over 400 attendees at the InterContinental Hotel, the 
President first spoke highly of the accomplishments achieved through the positive 
relationship between Development Partners and the government to date. He noted that 
“at this meeting, we should maintain ongoing momentum by formulating a concrete plan 
of action aimed at achieving results in the core areas of the global development 
consensus.” 
 
After affirming a desire to build pathways in order to achieve the new global 
development consensus, the President then made an impassioned call for stronger 
national policy ownership, noting the clear and strong similarities between the new 
development paradigm and what he identifies as ‘Rwanda’s unique perspective’ on 
development.  
 
Certain key questions must be addressed in the establishment of such pathways. These 
include learning from the mistakes of outdated development models, translating the new 
consensus from a local perspective, and managing the challenges involved in converting 
the consensus into an attainable plan for Rwanda. These issues must be overcome in 
order for Rwanda to tackle its socio-economic challenges. 
 
According to President Kagame, the focal areas in this new agenda are capacity building, 
agriculture, private sector development and social and economic integration supported 
through infrastructure development.  
 
In order to facilitate productive debate during this year’s meeting, the President called on 
participants to discuss frankly and honestly on the real issues at hand, and for the 
Development Partners to be clear with their concerns, stating “We should discuss these 
problems here openly, hear your critiques and respond to them.” 
 
He also took the time to thank Development Partners for supporting the Government in 
the face of recent reports questioning Rwanda’s performance in areas such as governance 
and the eradication of corruption. “This had never happened before…Normally they 
don’t do that, but this time they were on the side of the truth, of Rwanda. I hope the spirit 
of being on the side of the truth continues, and we will be happy to associate with our 
partners in this way of working.” 
 
The President’s Keynote speech followed detailed overviews of the country’s present 
state by Moustapha Soumaré, United Nations Resident Coordinator and the Hon. James 
Musoni, Minister of Finance and Economic Planning.    



 
Over the course of the day, participants discussed challenges to Rwanda’s economic 
growth. High rates of population growth were identified as a key constraint and the 
government and its partners agreed to work together to overcome this challenge. 
Discussions on the energy, transport, and financial sectors took place, and consensus was 
reached that these are critical for the development of Rwanda’s private sector.  
 
While Rwanda’s forthcoming Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy 
(EDPRS) will have an increased focus on the development of productive sectors, 
delegates agreed on the need to ensure that economic growth occurs hand in hand with 
poverty reduction. The importance of agricultural development to poverty reduction 
cannot be underestimated. The Hon. Anastase Murekezi, Minister of Agriculture and 
Animal Resources, presented the Government’s plans for the development of this key 
sector to the conference. 
 
The Development Partners Meeting is an annual gathering of top-level government 
officials, donor community, members of the private sector, and civil society. This year’s 
theme is ‘Long Term Investments for Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction’. This 
forum allows the government and its partners to review performance in the 
implementation of development programs, identify constraints and challenges, and agree 
on priorities and future interventions. 
 
The meeting will continue all day Thursday, and will conclude on Friday with 
simultaneous group discussions covering all sectors, intent on building consensus on 
EDPRS sector priorities. Furthermore, Development Partners are expected make their 
statements of intend in regard to their support for Rwanda’s development agenda 
tomorrow.  
 
For press queries contact : 
Ambassador Joseph Mutaboba, Secretary General, MINITER (08303014) 
Jeffrey Bower, External Finance Unit, MINECOFIN (08495135)  

(jeffrey.bower@undp.org) 
 
For more information on the 2006 Government of Rwanda and Development Partners 
Meeting, please visit: 
http://www.devpartners.gov.rw 
 


